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ing classes and their countries. The free union of nations
under Socialism is impossible without an obstinate struggle,
of uncertain duration, between Socialist Republics and back-
ward nations,"

Last year ML Stalin wrote to a certain Ivanov, a Young
Communist, who had been accused of Trotskyism for say-
Ing that " Communism cannot be considered to be defi-
nitely established as long as the Soviet Union Is sur-
rounded by hostile capitalist countries/"

M, Stalin agreed with Ivanov, whom he absolved from
fault. Trotsky's heresy, said Stalin, was to hold that
Socialism could not be set up in Russia before it was
established in the whole world. But Socialism has been
established in Russia. Now there is the further question;
Can it he maintained and made secure? Only, says
Stalin, AA by uniting the efforts of the world-wide pro-
letariat to thost: of our own people,. Mutual assistance
must he organized to combat capitalism!9

The Temps oC Paris published a leading article point-
ing out the association between M. Stalin's policy and the
Popular Front in France.* In England the correspond-
ence with young Ivanov passed almost unnoticed, although
it was reported in full in the newspapers of Germany,
Italy, and Poland.

In preparation for world revolution, whose most suit-
able prelude would be a world war, Lenin instituted the
Third (Communist) International, generally known as the
Comintern, in the spring of 1918* A group of foreign
Communists had assembled in Moscow early that year.,
Lenin appointed an eloquent young firebrand, Zinoviev-
Apfelbaum, to organize them into the advance-guard of
the revolutionary workers of the world.

* Russia's Work in France, by R, J. Dingle.  Hale, 1938.    '